
(10-3/5 years) or below, according to
the Binet-Simon scale.

Goddard (1917) also tried a lenient
method of classification based on the
Binet-Simon tests, which "gives the
immigrant the benefit of every doubt"
(p. 249). Goddard (1917) concluded:
"This method of interpretation gives
us approximately half as many defec-
tives as we counted by our first
method. But even 40 per cent is a star-
tling proportion for the feeble-minded
among our immigrants. And more-
over we cannot escape the feeling that
this method is too lenient" (p. 249).

Finally, in fairness to Goddard, it
should be emphasized that he did not
conclude that the high percentage of
feeble-mindedness was evidence of a
hereditary defect in the immigrants.
In his summary he wrote (1917):
"Assuming that they are morons, we
have two practical questions: first, is
it hereditary defect or; second, ap-
parent defect due to deprivation? If
the latter, as seems likely, little fear
may be felt for the children" (p. 243).
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Professor Herrnstein:
Look Before You Leap

David Gersh
Houston, Texas

It is ironic that R. J. Herrnstein, who
has never accepted the overwhelming
evidence that much of Cyril Burl's
work was fraudulent (Dorfman, 1978;
Gillie, 1976; Schwartz, 1976), would
'be so quick to suggest that Leon Ka-
min might be making up his own
data, especially since Kamin (1974;
numerous unpublished addresses) was
one of the first to question Burl's find-
ings.

Herrnstein (April 1981) questions
whether the often 'quoted study by
Goddard, in which certain immigrant
groups had their intelligence mea-
sured, was actually conducted. Not
only has Herrnstein been unable to
find that information in the work
cited by Kamin (1974), but he cannot
find this purported study elsewhere.

Professor Herrnstein, the study ex-
ists. It was published in the September
1917 issue of the Journal of Delin-
quency, entitled "Mental Tests and
the Immigrant." Furthermore, on
page 252 appears a table, "Intelli-
gence Classification of Immigrants of
Different Nationalities," that, in fact,
lists 83+% of Jews, 80% of Hungari-
ans, 79% of Italians, and 87% of Rus-
sians as feeble-minded. What makes
Herrnstein's Comment so curious is
that the proper citation appears
two sentences below Kamin's (1974)
supposedly fabricated information
(p. 16).

Kamin, or the typesetter, erred in
his citation, but not his facts. Professor
Herrnstein should have looked (down
two sentences) before he leaped.

Concerning the fairness of Yerkes
(1921) to the immigrant, Iwould refer
the reader to Brigham (1922). This
book, written by a former World War
I intelligence tester, is introduced by
Yerkes, who states that the book is the
natural outgrowth of the Army tests
of immigrants. The book, states Yerkes,
presents "not theories or opinions, but
facts" (p. viii). Brigham states that the
rise in test scores, as related to length
of stay in the United States, is not due
to increased familiarity with language
and culture, as Herrnstein would have
us believe, but to the inferiority of the
"races" making up the more recent
influx. Immigrants of these races were
mostly Jews, Italians, and Slavs. Are
these "not theories or opinions, but
facts" Professor Herrnstein?

The quickness of, Herrnstein to
jump to conclusions about possible
fraud in Kamin's book and his inac-
curacy in portraying the World War
I intelligence testers' views of immi-
grants points in the direction of want-
ing to "even the score" now that Burt
is discredited. Professor Herrnstein,
it seems, is like the proverbial drown-
ing person clutching at straws.
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Mental Testing and
Immigration

Leon J. Kamin
Princeton University-

Herrnstein (April 1981) correctly as-
serts that the statement "83% of the
Jews, 80% of the Hungarians, 79% of
the Italians, and 87% of the Russians
were 'feeble-minded' " is mine,, not
H. H. Goddard's. He indicates that a
1913 Goddard paper on the testing of
immigrants, cited by me, does not
contain the data to which I alluded.
But he is kind enough to give me "the
benefit of the doubt and assume that
something like the cited proportions
of retardation can be found, or read
into, some other paper of Goddard's."

Herrnstein did not have to search
far to locate the source of the accu-
rately cited proportions. In the sen-
tence following my listing of the pro-
portions (Kamin, 1974, p. 16), I cited
Goddard's 1917 paper on the testing
of immigrants. There Goddard re-
ported on the testing at Ellis Island
of 35 Jews, 22 Hungarians, 50 Italians,
and 45 Russians, selected from "the
great mass of 'average immigrants.' "
Table II (p. 252) indicates the per-
centages of each nationality found
feeble-minded with the Binet-Simon
scale. The table further subdivides the
feeble-minded into "moron" and
"imbecile" categories. The "surpris-

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGIST • JANUARY 1982 • 97



ing" results, Goddard wrote, "must be
accepted or rejected. If accepted they
furnish important considerations for
future action both scientific and social
as well as legislative" (p. 261). With
some sensitivity he pointed out that
"it is never wise to discard a scientific
result because of apparent absurdity.
Many a scientific discovery has seemed
at first glance absurd" (p. 266). He
had discovered that the average in-
telligence of immigrants arriving in
steerage was "perhaps a rnoron grade"
(p. 243).

In fairness it should be pointed out
that Goddard did not use his scientific
data to argue unqualifiedly against
immigration.

Shall we say that . . . we want no feeble-
minded persons in this country, at least no
more than we can produce ourselves?
. . . let us look at the matter broadly
. . . these immigrants . , . do a great deal
of work that no one else will do . . . It is
perfectly true that there is an immense
amount of drudgery to be done, an im-
mense amount of work for which we do
not wish to pay enough to secure more
intelligent workers. It is a very big social
and economical problem, (p. 269)

The involvement of the mental test-
ing movement in the passage of an
overtly racist immigration act in 1924
was not widely discussed before the
publication of my 1974 book. Herrn-
stein, I am happy to say, is correct in
stating that my quotation about God-
dard's work has appeared "repeatedly
in recent years in newspapers, popu-
lar magazines, court decisions, and
occasionally even scholarly publica-
tions such as the American Psychol-
ogist" (Herrnstein, 1981). I shall give
him the benefit of the doubt and as-
sume that he too is happy to see this
painfully relevant bit of our disci-
pline's history brought into our and
the public's awareness.
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An Idiothetic Difficulty

Arno F. Wittig
Ball State University

Lamiell (March 1981), in making a
plea for an idiothetic approach to per-
sonality measurement, suggests that
"In the long run . . . idiographic
measurement provides an investigator
with a means of empirically identi-
fying those qualities or attributes that
are manifested by an individual with
some degree of regularity or consis-
tency over time and across situations"
(p. 283) and calls this the "essence of
personality description" (p. 283). He
goes on to point out that-"the degree
of consistency with which an individ-
ual manifests various attributes . . .
hinges entirely on the (in)consistencies
of that individual with respect to the
set(s) of empirical referents for those
attributes" (p. 284). Yet at the same
time, Lamiell indicates that those em-
pirical referents (S^ values) assigned
to an individual depend on knowl-
edge about individual differences,
that is, the actions of others.

In Lamiell's scheme, maximum and
minimum values for S^, once estab-

, lished, are used as the reference points
for all additional judgments about the
individual. This assumes that the stan-
dards vof individual differences, based
on the actions of others and used to
establish these values, do not change.
This is an assumption that can be
tested only by checking these refer-
ents each time another comparison is
to be made. For example, supposed
(in)consistencies shown in Lamiell's
Figure 1 make sense if and only if
there are no changes in the standards
by which the individual making the
measurement establishes the Spa limits
used for each data point. For the two-
day intervals used, this may or may
not make sense. In many situations it
is likelythat this would be the expec-
tation held by an investigator. It
seems very unlikely, however, that
such standards would hold for each
subject in all cases over all spans of
time.

Changes in observed performance
could reflect changes in the referents.
Rather than inconsistencies of person-
ality, these changes would thus rep-

resent consistencies when evaluated
against the changing referents, As
these referents are based on the ac-
tions of others, this means individual
differences are a constant part of
Lamiell's scheme. It would appear
that Lamiell must resolve this poten-
tial measurement inconsistency be-
fore the idiothetic approach to mea-
suring (in)consistencies will prove
fruitful.
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Sol Garfield, Have You Not
Heard About Family

Psychotherapy?

Ellen Rudolph
Colonial Community Mental

Health Center
Wtiliamsburg, Virginia

This is in response to Sol Garfield's
(February 1981) article appraising the
progress and claims of psychotherapy
over the last four decades.

After reading his article I felt some-
what like a child who had become
caught up in the disturbing parental
dictum, "Don't exist!" Coming as I do
from out of the family theory/family
therapy domain, I can only ask what
about the impact of the family move-
ment on psychotherapy?

Garfield fails to mention the impact
or even the existence of the psycho-
therapeutic modality of family ther-
apy. He would have us believe, it
seems, that the only significant changes
in emphasis in the field have been
confined to: (a) the decline in popu-
larity of psychoanalysis, (b) the grow-
ing emphasis in the direction of the
behavioral therapies, and (c) the
emergence of the community mental
health movement with its divergent
psychotherapeutic needs.

His focus on those three specific
areas in and of itself is interesting. I
am confused, however, by the criteria
that he uses in the selection of those
areas, and I am at the same time be-
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